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Report by. Badri Gargeshnari  

 On the weekend of the 14th and 15th April 

2012, Kannada Balaga U.K celebrated a very 

successful Ugadi at Birmingham.  This two day 

festival had a flavour of Karnataka all around 

starting with Ganapathi puja conducted in a 

very traditional way to mark the start of the 

festivities. 

The programme started with AGM. President 

Surenu Jayaram welcomed all assembled to the 

AGM and various reports were shared with 

members. Motions put to AGM really brought 

the adrenaline into the members of KBUK as 

they were debated. The AGM concluded at 

1300 which was followed by lunch. 

Inauguration commenced with welcome dance 

“Rhydun” by Anjali dance group. Mr 

Geerenavar welcomed all to the festivities 

which was followed by the traditional lighting 

of the lamp. KBUK president welcomed Golden 

Star Ganesh and Shri Krishnamurthy Kikkeri on 

to the stage. After facilitating the chief guest, 

cultural and entertainment programmes 

commenced.  

Shri Krishnamurthy Kikkeri entertained the 

audience to various folklore and cultural music 

accompanied by Rainbow Raagas which was 

well received by the appreciative audience. A 

unique performance was put up by the Solihull 

Kannada families called “Kannada 

Kanmanigalu” which portrayed the 

achievement over the years of various eminent 

people of Karnataka.  This spell-binding 

performance received a standing applause for 

the quality and message it conveyed. This was 

followed by excellent Naada Devige Namana 

dance choreography by Smt Chitralekha Bolar & 

Kusuma Venugopal.  

Golden Star Ganesh entertained audience with 

Onde Ondu Kshana and regional cultural 

completion kicked off with 6 different teams 

putting up very high quality superb shows that 

stunned the audience. A sit down dinner and 

live band by Shruti Laya & Rainbow Raagas 

concluded the first day of events. 

Day two started with an early breakfast which 

was followed by Natya Aerobics. This kicked 

started the day off to a flying start. The tempo 

set was followed up by Solihull Kannada 

families putting up a humorous dance called 

Kannada FM TOP 10. This was followed by the 

much awaited Sugama Sangeetha by Shri 

Krishnamurthy Kikkeri & Comedy Time by 

Golden Star Ganesh.  Kannada Balaga  

‘Sandesha & Kannada Library’ team presented a 

report on the activities that were carried out 

over the last year. The amount of effort put in 

by the team was applauded & efforts were 

recognised. KBUK’s Kannada Kali programme 

success story was shared and support available 

was communicated. Members were 

encouraged to start many more centres across 

the country. Local talents from across the 

country kept audience entertained till the end 

of the day concluding day two celebrations. 

 

In the picture above,  President Mrs. Surenu Jayaram and the members of the Executive Committee are with  the 

chief guest, Kannada actor Ganesh and his wife  Shilpa, Also in the photo are  Mr. Kikkeri Krishnamurthy and 

other artistes who made the event a grand success. 
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Girisha bags first Paralympic Silver 

medal for India 

 

 

 

 

Girisha Hosanagara Nagarajegowda gave India its first 

medal at the Paralympic Games after bagging silver in 

the Men's High Jump event here. The 24-year old from 

Hassan district in Karnataka, who has an impairment in 

his left leg, sailed over a height of 1.74m using scissors 

technique in the final of the event to finish second in the 

presence of an 80,000 capacity crowd. 

      Girisha, who is supported by Samarthanam, a 

Bangalore based NGO for the disabled since 2008, took 

part in a three week long pre-Games training camp at 

Basildon Sporting Village sponsored by High Commission 

of India. 

      Girisha and his coach Satyanarayana from 

Shivamogga, were felicitated by a group of Kannadigas in 

Reading. After the introductions both mixed freely 

answering questions and made brief speeches. Girisha is 

the only medal winner from India at the Paralympics and 

the Govt of India has recognised it and given him a well 

paid job in the sports ministry. Satyanaraya, a former 

5000M athlete and an accomplished sportsman, is 

employed by Railways  has made an important 

contribution in training Girisha. Both emphasised the 

need to establish sports in rural India rather than being 

confined to big cities. He advised young children present  

to actively participate in sports in addition to their 

studies and appealed to their parents to encourage this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MOKSHA DARNTON 
Moksha Darnton was a volunteer stewardess when the 

Olympic torch arrived at Christchurch Dorset. There was 

a fantastic community atmosphere on 14 July 2012. 

C h r i s t c h u r c h 

welcomed the 

Olympic Torch 

Relay with bells 

ringing, bands 

playing and crowds 

cheering in their 

thousands, lining up 

the route and 

w av ing  f lags . 

Moksha could not 

believe her luck 

when Caron Rogers 

of Bournemouth. (Caron was the first women triathlon 

winners), got out of the coach 

with the Olympic torch and kissed 

the torches in front of her. The 

two torch bearers in the 

photograph are Caron Rogers of 

Bournemouth and Craig Miller of 

Christchurch and of course 

Moksha Darnton. Moksha has also completed a six 

ferries cycle ride from Christchurch to the Isle of Wright 

and back, a 88 miles ride - a great ride with six great and 

historic ferry journeys.  
 

PURANDARA NAMANA MUSIC 

CONCERT AT READING 
Purandara Namana music concert was successfully 

peformed by Ganakalashree Vidushi MS. Sheela from 

B a n g a l o r e .  S h e  w a s 

accompanied by Shri Balu 

Raghuram on Violin and Shri. 

Balachandar on Mridangam. The 

concert was held at the Abbey 

School in Reading on 14th July 

2012 and was attended by 

Kannadigas from all over the UK. 

Many members of the audience 

were moved by the rendering of the songs of Purandara 

Dasa like"Adisidal-Yeshodha and "Bhagyada Laksmi 

Baramma". Many members expressed their opinion like 

"The performance was so lively that we felt as if we were 

sitting in a concert in Karnataka". 

SANDESHA  Newsletter  of Kannada Balaga UK   10 NOVEMBER 2012 

Awards and Achievements. 
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Members’ group- Activities    
TRIBUTE TO BASAVESHWARA IN 

LONDON  By  Dr. VEERENDRA HEGGADE 

Dharamadhikari of Sri Manjunath Devastana 

Dharamasthala, Dr Veerendra Heggade paid tributes to 

Basaveshwara during his recent trip to London in June 

this year. He visited the proposed site where Lambeth 

Council has given planning permission to install the 

statue of the 12th century social reformer. He was very 

impressed by the location, which is opposite the  

Parliament, overlooking the river Thames and the 

famous Big Ben. 

Addressing the gathering of British Kannada Community 

he said “ Basaveshwara was a man ahead of his times 

who wanted to create a casteless society. His teachings 

are universal and applicable to the modern world. 

He specially thanked Dr. Neeraj Patil, immediate past 

Mayor of Lambeth Council, London and the Kannada 

community of United Kingdom for organizing the event 

and welcomed everyone to attend Dharamastala. 
 

Golf News 

 

KANNADA BALAGA U.K.  

SPRING GOLF EVENT 2012 

Kannada Balaga U.K Golf Society conducted its Spring 

Golf meet on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th May 2012 

at Crown Plaza Resort Colchester near the coastal town 

Maldon in Essex. About 20 member golfers and their 

families participated in the competition and enjoyed the 

occasion. The meeting was a grand success. 

Winner- Mr Somashekar Avadhani (HC-24) 39 points 

Runner-up - Dr Lokesh Nagappa(HC12).36points 

Veterans: 

StablefordWinner-Dr Ashok Ullagadi(HC-18) 26 points 

Runner-up-Dr Indu Puranik(HC-28)25 points 

Closest to pin: Dr Ravish Mankragod 
Second Day 

Texas Scramble winners with HC combined 10 with 

net score of 59 

Mr Sathy Madhav 

Dr Jayaram 

Dr Indu Puranik 

Mr Somashekar Avadhani 

Juniors’ Play: 

Master. Yash Mankragod on his first round of 

competitive golf won the Juniors’ trophy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SANDESHA  Newsletter  of Kannada Balaga UK   

K A N N A D A B A L A G A  U K .     
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To see more pictures go to our website www.kannadabalaga.co.uk 
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Annual Golf Trophy: 
Kannada Balaga Golf weekend- 25/26th August. 

Ten golfers and two non-golfing members of Kannada 

Balaga participated at Wychwood Park Golf complex 

near Crewe to take part in KB’s annual trophy 

competition over the August Bank holiday weekend. 

Although the weather prediction was not encouraging, 

fortunately we couldn’t have expected better 

conditions to play golf. This was our 5th meeting and 

third trophy meeting since its inception. The course 

was in pristine condition and greens were in 

immaculate, however some holes were very difficult 

and our sympathies are with Jayaram(M) for losing 

record number of balls!! His consolation was that he 

was not alone and he had a good company who 

suffered a similar fate. His suggestion of judging the 

“most improved golfer” next year should depend on 

the balls lost merits a consideration! 

The winner was G Jayaram with an enviable 43 

Stableford points and therefore winner of the coveted 

2012 KB trophy. Winner of the longest drive was  Indu 

Puranik. Second and third prizes went to Ashok 

Ullageddi and Indu Puranik. Mrs Surenu Jayaram 

President of KB distributed the prizes. The evening 

dinner was most enjoyable and Raj Kori, our retiring 

President spoke about some ideas our members had 

regarding the structure of the society. 

After a much good humoured discussion over a pint or 

two,it was decided to formally establish Kannada 

Balaga Golf Society with in KB UK. Full report of 

membership can be found on our website. 

          Raj Kori thanked Ramamurthy for organising this 

event. 

ಇದು�ೆ ನಮ	 
ಾ�ನ ಾ�ಇದು�ೆ ನಮ	 
ಾ�ನ ಾ�ಇದು�ೆ ನಮ	 
ಾ�ನ ಾ�ಇದು�ೆ ನಮ	 
ಾ�ನ ಾ�    
                                                                                                        ————————ವತ��ಾ �ಾಮಮೂ��ವತ��ಾ �ಾಮಮೂ��ವತ��ಾ �ಾಮಮೂ��ವತ��ಾ �ಾಮಮೂ��....    

ವ�ೕವೃ�ೆ��ಾ�ೆನು �ಾನುವ�ೕವೃ�ೆ��ಾ�ೆನು �ಾನುವ�ೕವೃ�ೆ��ಾ�ೆನು �ಾನುವ�ೕವೃ�ೆ��ಾ�ೆನು �ಾನು    
ವ�ೕವೃದ��ಾ�ೆ �ೕನುವ�ೕವೃದ��ಾ�ೆ �ೕನುವ�ೕವೃದ��ಾ�ೆ �ೕನುವ�ೕವೃದ��ಾ�ೆ �ೕನು,,,,    
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                ¥ÀæUÀw 
              —- ¨É¼ÀÆîgÀÄ UÀzÁzsÀgÀ 
 

zÀ±ÀPÀ zÀ±ÀPÀUÀ¼À zÉÃ±ÀzÀ PÀ£À¸ÀÄ 

£À£À¸ÀÄ DUÀ°PÉ JµÉÆÖAzÀÄ vÉÆqÀPÀÄ 

¨sÁgÀwÃAiÀÄgÀ AiÉÆÃd£ÉUÀ¼À ©gÀÄ¸ÀÄ 

ªÀiÁw£À®µÉÖ PÁtzÀzÀÄ ¨É¼ÀPÀÄ 

 

¥ÀAZÀªÁ¶ðPÀ AiÉÆÃd£ÉUÀ¼À ¯ÁAbÀ£À 

D¨sÀðlzÀ ¨sÁµÀt vÀ½gÀÄ vÉÆÃgÀt 

¥É¦ìAiÀÄ° vÀÄA©zÀ UÁ½AiÀÄAvÉ 

©gÀmÉ ©aÑzÀ PÉ®PÀëtUÀ¼À ºÀUÀgÀt 

 

¸À¥ÀÛ ªÀµÀðUÀ¼ÀÄ PÀ¼ÉzÀgÀÆ PÀÆqÀ 

PÁAiÀÄð ¸ÁzsÀ£ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ CAvÀå zÀÆgÀ 

ªÀÄAwæUÀ¼À WÉÆÃµÀuÉAiÉÄ C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À gÀPÀëuÉ 

¸ÀÄ¼ÀÆî ¸À§ÆvÀÄUÀ¼À°è PÀnÖgÀÄªÀ ºÁgÀ 

 

ºÀvÁÛgÀÄ ªÀµÀðUÀ¼ÀÄ ¸ÁVzÀªÀÅ ¨ÉÃUÀ 

AiÉÆÃd£ÉUÀ¼À G¢Ý±ÀåPÉÌ ©vÀÄÛ ºÉÆ¸À gÁUÀ 

ºÁgÀ vÀÄgÁ¬Ä ¥ÁnðUÀ¼ÀÄ £ÀÆgÀÄ 

EzÀgÀ ºÁªÀ½AiÀÄ°è ©nÖ®è ¥ÀæUÀw ¨ÉÃgÀÄ 
    

KANNADA BALAGA U.K. 

10 NOVEMBER  2012 
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